PARAMYXOVIRUS UPDATE                            11 JANUARY 2012

Dear Members,

It has been a while since I have sent out an update on the outbreak and the availability of the vaccine.

There have been many cases of the disease in Racing Lofts, Show Pigeon Lofts and Hobby lofts since my last report; in fact three more cases have been confirmed this week (two racing lofts and one hobby loft). These have been on the Eastern side of Melbourne (Dandenong area) and together with the ongoing outbreaks in the Western Suburbs you have to say that this disease is now endemic within all pigeon communities at this time i.e. Racing, Showing, Hobby and Feral.

All I can recommend is that fanciers do not loft fly their birds as a number of outbreaks have been with birds that have been loft flown. Do not allow nor introduce birds from any source into your loft because you may introduce the disease to your precious stock. Cover your aviaries so that strays cant soil your loft from the outside and keep other bird species out of your loft as well. At all times practise bio-security for your own sake and your birds safety.

The application to have the Colombavac vaccine available for use was lodged with the APVMA and AQIS by Pfizer in early December. The process is going reasonably well with some aspects of the manufacture being queried by AQIS, which Pfizer is endeavouring to get answered as quickly as possible. The queries are not unexpected and are normally what happens when registration of a new vaccine is sought. Providing Pfizer can answer these queries over the next few weeks to the satisfaction of AQIS then all will be in place for them to start the process of importing the vaccine. When we are informed that the vaccine will be made available, we will make arrangements for all of our members to be trained in how to go about vaccinating their birds and we will use our Centres to do this.

Please be patient because the process has begun, although it appears slow it is all going as fast as it can.

STEPHEN KEARSEY
PRESIDENT

